
the outstanding dancer whose performance and dedication best 
exhibits the pursuit of excellence with integrity.  This Winner 
epitomizes great ability combined with diligence, perseverance and 

hard work while maintaining a positive disposition. 
 

G  A Life of Achievement  G 

Leslie Libby Swaha was the Founder and Artistic 
Director of Santa Cruz-based Crash, Burn and 
Die Dance Company.  She studied dance for most 
of her life, starting at the San Francisco 
School of Ballet and continuing with various 
teachers and schools, including Erik Hawkins 
in New York and The Studio, School of 
Classical Ballet.  She received a B.A. in Theatre/
Dance from UC Santa Cruz.  Under her co-
Direction of Moving and Storage Performance 
Company, her choreography was performed 
throughout California as well as in New York 
and Japan.  As a patron of the arts, she inspired 
and influenced most everyone who came in 
contact with her.  She believed wholeheartedly 
in dance education and was an advocate of 
what youth could produce through the world 
of dance.

Each year one dancer is recognized with the Leslie Swaha Award.  This award was created in 2012 as a 
tribute to our dear friend who left us too soon.  Leslie was a staunch supporter of education in the arts and 
was a talented choreographer and director.  She could be found in the audience of virtually every arts 
performance in the entire community, usually accompanied by her beloved husband Scott Lewis.  Scott 
helped to establish the fund which supports the longevity of this award.  The acknowledgement and 
dedication of this award follows.  The award announcement culminates each annual Student Demonstration.

Leslie Libby Swaha 

1943-2011


